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SUNSETTER’S GAZETTE -\
Newsletter of the s
Seventh Fighter Command Association SUN SETTERS
USAAF-World War Il ... VI
< INTIREAER ] B S = 2 — R L 2 — T R KR
NEWSLETTER}\.u Spring 2014 VOLUME XXVIII NUMBER 1
7th Fighter Command History in the Words of the Men Who Lived It.
DTHBIR Al Ok D 2, Th2LX WA LD (ETHS,
It has been some time since | published a newsletter, and due to the popular request to do so, | am following through on
those requests. It also has been awhile since | have gotten any submissions for the newsletter, so | have struggled as to what
to write about. This week | happened upon four boxes of letters that Jack Lambert generously sent me several years ago.
Jack had used this material as the basis for his excellent book “The Pineapple Air Force”. He had taken excerpts from these
Morgan R, Redwine - 46th FS /215t FG — July 9, 1945 Nagoya, Japan
AEEBOIAL 15w 1NILICHSD
RIS O IRN
e EBETRITROE)
BOALTRLEELEA? | =
1 9455}1"[ H9 F] 46th FS P-51D #219 S/N 44-73639 - Photo courtesy Ed Gronenthal
ive to be a

—The most exciting day of my life? it was on July 9. 1945 and | believe that it will be the most exciting day I
hundred. Where was it? It was in Nagoya, Honshu Island, Japan. Or rather it was two miles from Nagoya, straight uj

Ninety six Americans had left lwo Jima in their P-51s that morning on a mission to strafe airfields 15 miles north of Nagoya

Everything was routine for the first three hours: following that B-29s that served as navigators, calling out the rescue boats that
periodically dotted the vast Pacific, watching the occasional islands of the Japanese Empire slip behind our wings, taking a
drink of water from our canteens, sliding into close formation and out again, and listening to the radio chatter about the
abortions.

-11 -
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